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As shown on the Existing Land Use Map, most of Doddridge County is classified as either rural or agriculture.  
Rural lands are those lands that are either open space or wooded areas.  According to the United States 
Department of Agriculture, in 2012 there were 352 farms in Doddridge County comprising a total of 65,364 
acres.  The market value of agricultural products sold is low, and many farms are operating at a loss.  Over 
half of the farmers have a second job.  Over 75 percent of farms grow hay, and 50 percent have beef cattle. 
 
The majority of residential development is located in West Union and the small unincorporated villages in 
the county.  Villages in the county include Center Point, New Milton, Smithburg, and Ashely.   
 
Industrial uses include the Mark West Natural Gas Processing Plant, located on US Route 50.   
 
Commercial uses include a pipe yard and small businesses.   
 
Public uses include all county and municipal buildings, churches, cemeteries, and schools. 
 
As shown on the West Union Existing Land Use Map below, West Union is the most urbanized area in the 
county.  Main Street has several small commercial businesses.  As West Union is the county seat there are 
several government buildings as well.     
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Development constraints  in Doddridge County consist of steep slopes and floodplains.  As shown on the 

Development Constraints Map, a good portion of the county has steep slopes that make development 

difficult.  The presence of floodplains is also a concern.  In 2011, the county enacted a floodplain ordinance 

that is enforced by the Office of Emergency Management.  The county also enforces the ordinance for the 

Town of West Union.   

West Union also has steep slopes as the town was built on a hill.  Middle Creek flows right through the 

center of the town; therefore, many structures are located in the floodplain.    

The county and West Union have flooded throughout the years.  Route 18 near US Route 50 in West Union 

routinely shuts down due to flooding.    The worst flood occurred in 1950 when 22 people in Smithburg 

died, and 350 residents of the county lost their homes.   The storm dropped 7.5 inches of rain in a matter of 

hours.  A concern of residents is the need to clean the banks of all major streams to help with flood 

prevention.   
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One of the biggest assets of the county is its natural beauty.  Doddridge County is known for its forests and 
agricultural land, as well as its natural resources.   According to the 2017 Gas Facts publication, produced 
annually by West Virginia Oil and Natural Gas Association Doddridge County was the number one producer 
of gas in 2015 in West Virginia.  The county was also number six in oil production in the state in 2015.  The 
county was number one in severance tax in 2015 with over 2 million dollars collected and second in property 
tax revenue with over 20 million collected. 

 

Many residents are worried about gas and oil drilling causing pollution, leaks, and accidents.  Other impacts 
of drilling that are a concern to residents are increased truck traffic, which impacts local roads, high rents, 
and increased number of RV camps.  There are several compressor stations and gas transmission pipelines 
located within the county that are also a concern.   The Oil and Gas Wells Map shows active horizontal gas 
wells.   

 
Two interstate pipeline projects are also in the works:  

 Mountain Valley Pipeline Project– will travel through a small portion of eastern Doddridge County south 

of Route 50 near Meathouse Fork Road. Pipeline construction is estimated to begin in the forth quarter 

of 2017.   

 Rover Pipeline Project– begins in Doddridge County near Big Flint Hill and travels north.  Pipeline 

construction is expected to begin in 2017.  

 
The Doddridge County Watershed Association is working to educate on and protect the surface and 
groundwater resources in the county. The Association has hosted speakers and held public meetings, trained 
volunteers to monitor stream water quality, and held annual creek cleanups.  They also report gas industry 
violations to DEP and assist other residents in doing the same. 
 
Another concern is the lack of septic systems. Sewage is being dumped straight into the creeks.  
 
There is also a lack of recycling in the county.   
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Doddridge County is home to many historic resources.  There are seven resources listed on the National 
Register of Historic Places: 
 Center Point Covered Bridge 
 Krenn School 
 Gamsjager-Wysong Farm 
 Doddridge County Courthouse (West Union) 
 Lathrop Russell Charter House (West Union) 
 Silas P. Smith Opera House (West Union) 
 W. Scott Stuart House (West Union) 
 
The Town of West Union is also listed as a downtown historic district.   
 
The Doddridge County Historical Society locates, 
preserves, protects, and promotes the history of the 
county.  The society owns and operates the 
following historic resources: 
 Smithton Depot 
 Center Point Covered Bridge 
 Krenn School 
 Hickory Ridge Log School 
 Doddridge County Museum 
 Columbian Hotel 
 

The historical society is working on several projects 
throughout the county.  The society would like to 
preserve West Union Town Hall, the Old West Union 
Bank, and the Silas P Smith Opera.   
 
The underutilization of the rich heritage in the 
county, as well as the lack of preservation and 
protection for the County’s assets, is a concern of 
the society’s.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Smithon Deport (Source: Doddridge County Historical Society) 
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Doddridge County is  one of the most sparsely populated counties in West Virginia.  As such, population 
density and building intensity is quite low.  However, there has been an increase in population in the past 20 
years as shown on Chart 3.1: Doddridge County Population Trends.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The opposite is true for West Union, as illustrated on Chart 3.2 West Union Population Trends.  West Union’s 
population dropped dramatically from 1970 to 1990 and has since leveled out.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The median age is 43.4 years in Doddridge County and is 32.3 in West Union.   
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 1970-1980-14% gain in population 

 1980-1990– 6% loss in population 

 1990-2000– 5.5% gain in population 

 2000-2010– 11.9% gain in population 

 

Total population growth from 1970-2010– 22.9% 

Average population gain per year-  0.6% 

 1970-1980-5% loss in population 

 1980-1990– 31% loss in population 

 1990-2000– 3% loss in population 

 2000-2010– 2% gain in population 

 

Total population loss from 1970-2010– 38% 

Average population loss per year-  1.0% 

The West Virginia Code, Chapter 8A, requires that population projections be included in comprehensive 
plans.  However, population projections are difficult to estimate, as models do not take into account 
economic circumstances.  In 2011, the WVU College of Business and Economics completed county population 
projections.  It is projected that Doddridge County will experience a loss of population of approximately 17 
percent by 2030.  There are no projections for West Union.  Past population numbers illustrate the following 
population growth rates for Doddridge County over the past 40 years:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Over the years, Doddridge County has continued to attract residents, excluding the period from 1980 to 1990.  
Therefore, considering the average population gain per year, Doddridge County is likely to continue 
experiencing growth.  In the next 15 years, the population of the county could be approximately 8,994 
people, which would be an increase of 712 people from 2010.   
 
West Union has lost population over the past 40 years, with the biggest loss occurring from 1980-1990.  
There was a slight gain in population from 2000 to 2010.  However, taking into account the average 
population loss per year of 1 percent, West Union will most likely continue to lose residents.  In the next 15 
years, the population of the town could be approximately 709 residents, a loss of 116 people from 2010.  
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The age composition of residents in the county is also important to examine, as different age cohorts 
require different types of services.  School age residents will require school facilities, recreation facilities, 
and youth activities.  An older population may need access to health care facilities and public 
transportation.   The type of housing that different age cohorts desire also varies.  Younger people with 
families may want larger single family homes, whereas older residents may wish to downsize to a smaller 
home or a multi-family unit without maintenance.  Age cohorts from 2000 to 2014 were examined to 
determine trends in the county.  Chart 3.3: Doddridge County Age Cohorts illustrates that Doddridge 
County’s population is getting older, with an increase in the pre-retirement, younger retired, and older 
retired age cohorts from 2000 to 2014.   There has also been an increase in the post secondary, 
childbearing, and childrearing age cohorts.  These age cohorts typically comprise the workforce of a 
community and therefore tend to spend more money than those in the older age cohorts.  Population 
losses in the preschool, primary school, and high school cohorts are a concern, as young children are an 
integral part of any community. There have also been big changes in pre-retirement and younger retired 
age cohorts.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
West Union gained population 
from 2000 to 2010, illustrated on 
Chart 3.4: West Union Age 
Cohorts. It appears that all age 
cohorts, excluding preschool and 
younger retired, experienced 
population gain.  This is 
encouraging, as it appears that 
the town is attracting younger 
residents with families.   
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Doddridge County is not expected to experience large population growth.  Therefore, much of the county will 
stay the same over the next 15-20 years.  However, the county desires additional growth to support the tax 
base as shown on the Future Land Use Map.  The county would like to see this growth directed to the US 
Route 50 and State Route 18 South corridors.   Renewal and/or redevelopment areas include Central Station, 
Smithburg, and Greenwood.  There is also a potential development opportunity where the existing high 
school stadium is located.  The Doddridge County Board of Education is in the process of building an athletic 
complex adjacent to the current high school.  Once that is completed, the land where the current stadium sits 
could also be available for development.   
 
The Town of West Union Future Land Use Map illustrates how the town wants to develop in the future.  The 
town wishes to see new businesses in vacant buildings on Main Street.  Main Street and State Route 18 were 
identified as renewal and redevelopment areas due to vacant or dilapidated and abandoned buildings.    
 
There is a need for new residential development in the county.  Areas along Route 23 could potentially 
support new housing.  
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